Social procurement
in infrastructure
People, planet and profit –
bringing focus back to the people
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Speculation as to whether community benefit clauses
will be mandated or remain optional in the second
round of federal infrastructure grants is running high.
Either way, the landscape is changing and the Federal
Liberals are signalling their intention to take a more
socially innovative approach to public procurement.
Social procurement is law across Europe, and the
United Kingdom has trained 44,000 public sector
buyers in the process.
In October, Federal Bill C-227, Community Benefit in
Infrastructure, passed second reading and advanced
to committee. In Ontario, Bill 6 requires Community
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Northern Regional Construction Association

Benefits in Public Infrastructure contracts. At UBCM
2016, Resolution B-76 to advance social procurement
passed. The Town of Qualicum Beach has passed
Canada’s first social procurement policy and the
Village of Cumberland has piloted a social tender.
The Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo recently
became the first municipality in Alberta to adopt
social procurement and Hamilton is working with
the RMWB and with the Fort McMurray Construction
Association to leverage social procurement to
achieve the social and economic goals of recovery,
after the wildfires.
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individuals or minorities get an equal
opportunity to experience a work environment in a tax-payer-funded system.
“That’s what a tax dollar should be
doing – stimulating markets that help
to improve people’s lives,” Hamilton
says.
As a result, Hamilton is leading a pilot
with the Vancouver Island Construction
Association (VICA), which is funded in
part by the Construction Foundation of
British Columbia. The pilot is working
to develop an industry-supported and
standardized approach to community
benefit infrastructure across multiple
governments. The three municipalities
involved in the pilot are the city of Vic-

someone’s path in their 20s, they may
have a much more productive and
happy life in their 30s and 40s. If a construction company is willing to accommodate a slightly unconventional hire –
youth, women, someone with a barrier
– the tax-payer-funded system should
be rewarding them for that. Therefore,
we need to create a new system that encourages and rewards socially responsible behaviour. It’s where the next generation is headed – quite simply, it’s the
right thing to do.”
On Feb. 20, 2017, Prince George
council voted to approve a new purchasing policy that includes scored social
procurement factors in tenders.
For more information, visit

Social Value
Infrastructure Pilot
Hamilton is currently
leading an innovative pilot
that is working to develop
an industry- supported,
standardized, trade agreement
compliant approach to
achieving more social value
through infrastructure.
The pilot is a collaboration
between the Vancouver Island
Construction Association
(VICA), the City of Victoria,
the Town of Qualicum Beach,
the City of Campbell River and
the Construction Foundation
of British Columbia.

Canadian Construction
Association Annual
Conference – Mexico on
March 22, 2017
At the CCA 2017 conference,
Hamilton’s speech addressed
social Procurement, CETA
and the changing face of
public sector procurement in
Canada.

sandrahamilton.ca. l

toria, the town of Qualicum Beach and
the city of Campbell River.
The project involves identifying an infrastructure project in each of the three
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Vancouver Island municipalities; providing education in each municipality;
industry working collaboratively with
public owners identifying the key intermediary organizations that can work
to overcome the barriers and facilitate
cross-sector partnerships; working to
build consensus and support for an
industry-supported and standardized
approach with all three municipalities;
and, finally, conducting the procurement process, reporting the findings
and developing a standard of practice
for community benefit infrastructure.
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